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The Humble Petition of Brian Courthope, late Clerk 
to Sir John Howell Xt. late Recorder of London | 
Sheweth, 


'Kis Petition. Hat Your Petitioner Faithfully ſerved his ſaid Maſter Sir Joh Eowell 
—- above five years, and now is out of Imployment ;z tho' reaſonably 
; fitted tobe Clerk to any of the Companies of Zondon, (as by the 
Certificate annex'd appears;) during which time Your Petitioner 
Writ in Paper the Names and Crimes ofall ſuch Priſoners as were Condem- 
ned at the O/d Bailyevery Seffions, which Paper was preſented to Your Ma- 
jeſty by the ſaid Sir Johx Howell, and made uſe of by Your Majeſty as occa- 
lion offer'd. 

That the Coach-makers and Harneſs- makers of London are endeavouring to 
obtain of Your Majelty a Charter to be Incorporated into a Company 3 in 
which (Charter Your Majeſty may, or will (by expreſs words) Nominate ſich 
Perſon to be Clerk as Your Majeſty ſhall pleaſe, having the ſole Diſpoſition 


of the Clerk{hip. 


Whexefore Tour Petitioner moſt humbly beſeecheth Your moſt Sacred Majeſty to grant the 
aid Clerkſhip to Your Petitioner for his Life, by Tour Majeſties Gracious Warrant di. 


S - Of HALT Ls to Your Majeſties Attorney General to inſert Your Petitioners Name in the ſaid 


R__—crTzc \Charter to be Clerk to the [aid Company during his Life, (non obſtante) or with other 


' apt words to that effe, as ſhall be thought fit, ; 
And Your Petitioner ſhall ever Pray, &c, 


- At a Court at Whitehall, May 2oth 1677. 

"The Kings Or- I; Majeſty in conſideration of the Good and Faithful Service of Sir John 
© 0—— H Ps = mr: the (ity of ego wack of) Te- 
 titioner in His Majefties Service : And hath certified how capable the Petitioner 
is of performing the Office or F lace requeſted in his Petition, (which Certificate is 
herennto annexed :) is graciouſly pleaſed, That a Leiter be prepared for His Ma- 
feſties Royal Signature dire@ed to the Maſter, Wardens, Aſſiſtants and Commo- 
xality of the Company of Coach-makers and Coach-Harnels- makers of London, 
to beftow the Place of Clerk of their Company upon the Petitioner Brian Court- 
hope, which is uſually granted 5 and never deny'd when His Majeſty ere@s 4 
new Corporation, His Majeſty having Tower to have Named the Clerk in this 


Charter, if he had thought fit. 
148d 7 John Berkenhead. 


Kr. Recorder 


fs Gerti- Heſe are to certifie all perſons whom it may concern, That Prian Conrt- 


hope the bearer hereof, hath Honeſtly and Faithfully ſerved me as 
my Clerk for almoſt ſix years laſt paſt: And I do recommend him to any of 
the Companies of the City of Loxdor that ſhall happen to have a Clerkſhips 
place void, as a fit perſon to be their Clerk, verily believing he will be dili- 
gent in his Imployment, and Faithful to his Truſt: Given under my Hand 


this firſtday of May in the 2944. year of His Majeſties Reign Arno Dom. 1677. 
John Howell. 


CHARLES R. 
Ruſty and well Beloved, We Greet you well ; whereas we have been Infor- 
med by the humble Petition of Brian Courthope : And the ſame alſs ap» 

peering by the Certificate of Sir John Howell late Recorder of our City of London, 
That the ſaid Brian Courthope hath ſerved our ſaid late Recorder for ſeveral 
gears as his Clerk; and is fily qualified to execute the Place of a Clerk io any of 
© Note His the Companies of our City of London that may happen: to have a Clerkſhips 
Royal Cops t place void : And whereas before the paſſing of your Charter under our Great Seal, 
= inrene, © we had been moved on the behalf of the ſaid Brian Courthope, and were then 
* The Reaſon inclined to have canſed himtq be inſerted therein as Clerk to your Company : In re- 
why the Name gard your ſaid Charter is now paſſed under our Great Seal we have thought good 
of B. C. was 3; conſideration of the fitneſs of the ſaid Brian Courthope for ſuch an Tmployment, 
p - Luan and alſo of the worth and merits of his Family, torecommend him unto you ( as 
WE. - we do hereby in very ſpecial manner :) That you chuſe hin Clerk of your ſaid Com- 
x7 Eſpecial. pay, with ſuch reaſonable and fitting Sallary to be received by hizs for that Ser- 
"8 vice, as is uſually allowed to Clerks of ſuch Companies 5, your complyance with 

this our Recommen ation we ſhall take in very good part ;, and ſo we bid you 

farewell; Given at our Court at Whitehall the 19th. day of Jure, iz the twenty 
» #inth year of our Reign. 
£5 Io the Maſter, Wardens, Affiſtants and 
2.4 ,.-Commonality of the Company of 
2 * , © Coach-makers and Coach- Harneſs-ma- 
\ F'4 hers of Lonaon, 
a Aidermens 

zertificate, * 


The Kings 
\mottGracious 
Letter, 


By His Majeſties Command, 


ele are to Certifie whom it may concern , that Brien Conrthope the 

| bearer hereof, hath ſerved Sir John Howell Knt. late Recorder of Lon- 

on for ſeveral years laſt paſt, as his Clerk, until the ſaid Sir Johz Howell laid 

down his Recorderſhip : And thinking him the ſaid Briar Conrthope to be a 

fit perſon for your Service, therefore we recommend him to be Clerk of your 

Company z and believe he will be Diligent and Faithful in his Imployment. 

Dated this 17th. day of Jane, Anno Domini 1677. Annoq; Regni Domini 

oftri aroli' Secundi nunc Regis Angliz, &c. xxix. 
| Tho: Davis Mayor, Robert Hanſon. 
7ohn Robinſon. Fohn Frederick, 

William Tuver; George Waterman. 


William Hooker. 
Robert Clayton, 


+ 5 


| dr Courthope Tate Clerk to Sir Jobn Howell late Recorder of London, Þ._ th as 
maketh Oath, That he having written ſeveral Papers of the Names 
and Crimes of all Condemned Priſoners in Newgate for ſeveral years for His ©. 
Majelties own uſe, (and done him other Service under the ſaid Recorder, - * 
did upon the loſs of his Imployment, when the ſaid Recorder laid down his t:) 
Office, humbly Petition His Majeſty to grant His Warrant to cauſe his Name , 
to be inſerted and named in the ſeveral Charters of the Coach wakers and 

Coach- Harneſs-makers, and the Sawyers of London, who were then endea- 

vouring to obtain Charters to be Incorporated ; and that Sir John Perkenhead 

told this Deponent, that he had moved His Majeſty in it two or three times , 

And His Majeſty the firlt time thought Mr. Chiffixch had ſpoke to Him for the 

ſaid Places on the the behalf of another perſon 3 and therefore appointed the 

ſaid Sir Job Berkenhead to move him in it another time, which the ſaid Sir 

ohn afterwards dving, His Majeſty was then ſatisfied of the contrary, and 

thereupon was moſt graciouſly pleaſed to reply, I give Mr. Courthope rhe 

Places, or words to that effect, as Sir Joh» Berkenhead told this Deponenr. 

But the Sawyers Charter not going on, and the Charter of the Coach: makers. 

being almoſt ready for the Seals ; this Deponent was advis'd, that to have his 

Name inſerted in the Charter, would prove a great hindrance and delay 

to the Company, wheretipon this Deponent nor deſiring to put them to 

Charge, or Damage them in any ſort whatſoever, defiſted, and declined the 

procuring his Name tobe inſertedin the Charter, not doubting but that the His Kindneſs 
Company would have obeyed His Majeſties ſaid Pleaſure : After which His {2 *** Com: 
Majeſty underſtanding the ſame, and being further moved by the Honourable fg 
Henry Coventry Elq;, was further pleaſed toſend the Company His Letter of gf 
Recommendation on the behalf of this Deponent, in very eſpecial manner for Bulk , 
them to chuſe this Deponent Clerk of their Company, with ſuch reaſonable 

fitting Sallary to be received by him for that Service, as is uſually allowed to 

Clerks of ſuch Companies : By which Letter His Majeſty was pleaſed further i 
to declare his former pleaſure of having this Deponents Name inſerted into ern 


\ the Charter; and alſo that he ſhould take their complyance with his ſaid Re- Letterdeliye- 


commeddation in very good part, as by a Copy of the Letter hereunto an- **4- 
nexed may appear; which Letter it (ſe]F this Deponent above half a year (ince 
delivered to the Maſter of the Company at a publick Meeting of them, and 
then left the ſame with them, which was before the Maſter and*Wardens were ye 6r& Mee- 
Sworn, and hath from time to time ever ſince attended and waited on the ting before 
Company, and intreated and expected admittance according to His Majeſties M*: Wares 
ſaid Letter But they (asſlighting the ſame, ) refule to admit this Deponent utmbry before 
to the ſaid place; altho' ſome of the Company have fince they received His they could 
Majelties (aid Letter, and of late confeſs'd that they had not promiſed the 3 Cle® 
place to any perſon, neither was there any perſon Sworn in it, nor have they xo Clem i 
choſen and Sworn any Clerk as yet, as this Deponent is informed ; nor is there choſen and 
any Clerk nominated and appointed in their Charter - Which refuſal of the $92" forhalf 
ſaid Company hath beena very great hindrance, diſgrace and damage to this your feng, | 
Deponent, who by depending upon the hopes of enjoyment of His Majzſties | 
faid Guift and Letter of Recommendation, which he eſteemed to be a great 
Honour to the Company 2s well as to himſelf, hath loſt ſeveral other Imploy- 
ments which he might ſince otherwiſe have had, and hath now been out of 
Imployment nine or ten Months, which may tend to his utter ruine if not pre- 
vented. I\1. hs | 
Zurat 31 die Januarii Anno Domins 

1677. coram me. 


Fra. North, 


Briay Conrthope. 
2 FT 


E having peruſed the Petition of Briar Conrthope to His Majeſty, for CouncelsOpi- 
| His Majeſties Grant of the Clerks place of the Company of Coach- 
makers and Coach-Harneſs makers of London, when they were ſuing out their 
Charter : And His Majeſties pleaſure thereon ſubſcribed by the Maſter of Ke- 
queſt, dated the 20th, of May 1677. together alſo with His Majeſties Letter 
reciting His Majeſties Inclination of having cauſed the ſaid Briar Courthope to 
be inſerted in the Charter of the ſaid Company, which Letter was dated the 
19th. of June following: Anc having allo peruſed the Afﬀidavit of the aid 
Brian Courthope of his Proceedings therein; weare.of Opinion, that the.202h. 
of May aforeſaid, being before the ſaid Charter was under the Great Seal of 
England, His Majeſty had the ſole Power of diſpoſition of the place of Clerk 
of the ſaid Company 3 and that the ſaid place was granted to the faid Briar | 
Courthope by His Majelties Royal Word, when it was only in His Majeſties re, 
Power to grant the ſame : And for divers other reaſons the ſaid Byian Conrt- | Go 
hope hath good right in Equity to the ſaid Clerkſhips place - And the ſaid Place. 
Company ought to have admitted him thereto before any other perſon what- 


ſoever. 


Ultimo die Ofltobris 
1682. 


Thoma; Hanmer 


| Richard Conrthope. 
Edward Wynn, 


William Conrthope, 


